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@pping land use and land cover (LULC) over large areas and through Usmg standard photo interpretation techniques, the analyst identifies the
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| 1939 Figure 2: Time series mapping.

RLCM's relational database
schema allows for an infinite
number of time-periods for a
study area. It also captures
the acquisition date of the
Image being interpreted,
"z . el dating the classification, and
M,,e,c,. _ = R providing the potential for
oo variable temporal analysis.
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The RLCM approach has five significant advantages. First, as in photo

Interpretation, RLCM enables an analyst to compare images from differen
sources and of varied scales and formats. Second, through local knowlec
photo interpreters are able to integrate many different landscape charact
into an interpretation (Figure 4). Third, the method is relatively rapid and t
usable for large area mapping (Figure 5). Fourth, RLCM is effective for tim
mapping because the interpreter can determine whether real LULC chang
occurred at each dot over time. Finally, this approach allows the use of nested
dot grids for the creation of multiple-resolution LULC data sets.

The RLCM tool is scheduled for release on June 15, 2007. Software will-be
allable for download from the U.S. Geological Survey Center for Earth
esources Observation and Science RLCM Web page
(http://edcintl.cr.usgs.gov/rlcm).

gure 4: A West Africa Land Use / Land Coverworkshop iIn October 2006
|ng the RLCM.
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Figure b: rIimip‘ary map of the 2000 land cover assessment of West Afrie
using the RLCM application.
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